MARIPOLDATA Ocean Seminar Series

Dispute Prevention & International Community Interests in BBNJ
Wednesday, November 10, 05:00 – 06:30pm (CET)
Venue: Online

Legal rules for the ocean where it lies beyond the jurisdiction of individual sovereign states have significant defects.
This was due to the primitive state of scientific information about the ocean’s physical properties and life forms,
although the UN Law of the Sea Convention, agreed and codified in 1982, brought important advances to ocean
governance.
Years of discussion at the United Nations led to a preparatory conference (2016-2017) followed by an
intergovernmental negotiation of a new legally binding instrument mandated for the conservation and sustainable
use of marine biological diversity (BBNJ) (2018 to the present). The new agreement should operationalize the
Convention’s article 192, states’ obligations to the international community to protect and preserve the marine
environment.
This seminar will explore how a modern agreement for the ocean could respond to the needs of Earth governance
in the Anthropocene.
Cymie Payne is Associate Professor at Rutgers University, New Jersey. She
researches global governance of the environment and the consequent evolution
of international law, with a focus on climate change, ocean resources and
protection of the environment in relation to armed conflict. She has special
expertise in the international law of responsibility, liability and compensation
for environmental damage, and nonmarket environmental damage valuation.
She participates in the BBNJ negotiation with the IUCN delegation. She has
participated as counsel and expert in cases before the International Tribunal for
the Law of the Sea and the International Court of Justice, and was legal officer with the environmental reparations
program at the UNCC. She holds a MA from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and a JD from the University
of California, Berkeley, and is a Fellow of the American College of Environmental Lawyers and a member of the
International Law Association Committee on Sustainable Natural Resource Management For Development.
To register: via email to ina.tessnow-vonwysocki@univie.ac.at, indicating your name and institution. You will
receive an email with further information and the link to participate in the virtual space
More information: https://www.maripoldata.eu/newsevents/#oceanseminarseries
The monthly MARIPOLDATA Ocean Seminar Series offer a virtual space to get information and engage in exchanges
on ocean governance issues, through presentations by international experts from academia, governments,
international organizations and civil society. It is organized by the MARIPOLDATA project.
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